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þ Maree: 25. 41. 
17 18 hal he fa unto them on the left 121 ook + 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fre Eres” A F 
5 N the Devi and his Angels. 5 | 1 


N 


Now o come >a thelaft thing, which I 


/ 


- which I ſhall 1 
F irſt, Iwill prove, f 


this following method, 


or have a duration without end. 


. 1 . .. Secondly, I will lay before you the Arguments, which are | 


= drawn from Reaſon, in' proof of this Point. 


- Thirdh, I will more particularly explain to you, what wre 
of Hell- Torments e in or- 
| which the Sociniens and 
others give of ſeveral of thoſe Texts of Scripture, upon which T. 


are to underſtand by the Eternity 
Jer to obviate thoſe falſe meanings, 


"we Þuild our belief of it. 


Laſth, 
"the Eternity of Hell-Torments, and ſo conclude. 


The two firſt of cheſe will, I doubt, take 
- which your patience will allow me at 


nnd that too by thoſs Men, who value themſelves upon their 
daß critical en of Scriprure, and nay Maſters * 
Bag in order to bew „iiber that their skill, or ſom 

as it ſhould be, 1 ſhall haſten 
ſeveral plain Texts of 8 Apt, 
properly e 
4 8 ©} by 


. 


. 
N 
9 . 


from theſe Words, Viz. the Eternity of Hell-Tormenss, I 


Bop rom ſeveral'plain Texts of Scripture, 85 
=" that the Tas Helly will be ay and properly” ergy 5 


J will anſwer the moſt atrial objedtions, gn hy ; 


up all that rims; 'S 
| And 2 TY. 
* = are both very material and important Saby by ; 
means ſlightly to be paſd over; eſpecially at this time, ui a 1 
- - the Eternity of Hel Torments is ſo much call d in queſtiqn, i 
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© bs ſhall dell with the devonring fire ? ho amongſt us ſhall 
\ - dwell with everlaſting burning. Nhat is, faith the Jewiſh Tar⸗- 
* © gum upon the place, with the eternal fire of Hell. Iſaiah. 33. l 
II. And many of them has fey i the duſt of the, Earth ſhall FR 7 
: awake, | ſome fo everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and e ver- 0 2 1 q 
Llaſting contempt a Text which many of the beſt of the einn Þ 
Expoſitors (a) underſtand, of the general Reſurrect ion, and te 
eternal rewards and puniſhments, which ſhall then be beſtow'd © 
upon good and bad Men. Dan. I 2. 2. To be caſt into everlaſt- 1 
ing fire, Matt. 1 8. 8. Depart from me, ve curſed; into everlaſt : 
* . Inig fire, Matt, 24. 41. and in the 46th. Verſe of the fame e 
Chapter, Theſe, the wicked, ſhall go away into everlaſting pu. 
| / piſhment, but the righteous into life eternal. Eternal damn. 
4 5 Mark 9. 29. A worm that dyetb not, and a fire that all!! 
ever be quench'd, Mark 9. 43, 44,45,46, 48. Everlaſting xs 
+ deftruttion, 2 Teſſ. I. 9. Eternal Judgment, Heb. 6. 3. the | Wy 
þ: Glackneſs of darkneſs for ever, Jude 13. And Revel. 14. 11. 
T The ſmoke of the torment of the wicked aſcendeth up for eber 
and ever, and again, 20. 10. They ſhall be tormented for ever, if 
and ever: Concerning which Texts, there are, theſe three 
8 . 


% 


' 


. Things well worthy our Obſer vation. | 1 
„Fir, That the very ſame words are us d in them, to ex" | 
pteſs the Eternity of Hell. torments, which are us'd in Serip® | 
ture to expreſs the Eternity of the Joys of Heaven, nay and 
even of God himſel. For ſo the ſame word, which is us d to 
- expreſs the everlaſtingneſs of the burnings of Hell, and of the Il 
©” contempt of the wicked, in the above cited Texts of the Pro: [i 1 
phets Iſaiah and Dayitl, is us d (b) to expreſs the Eternity ob 
+ God.himſelf, in many places of the Ola Teſtament, and. JJ 
throughout the whole New Teſtament, the ſame word js con- 


4 


' ſtantly us d to expreſs everlaſting Life, the everloſting God,” ' 
and everlaſting Fire, everlaſting Puniſhment, everlaſting be? 
”” fruttiong Eternal Damnation, &c. Since then it is univerſallß 
1*.-. allow'd that theſe words, when apply'd to God and the [os 
of Heaven, denote a true and proper Eternity: why mut. 
{ "op - (aYNeneſſeb v. Ben. 1ſratl, de Refurre&. Mortwor. c. 3. ſe, 5,6, © ' 5 

hett 1. 9 Mark 3.29. 
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bey not have theTame ſenle, when apply'd to the Torment: 
( Win Worn ond! Fo We 2-4 
I Know it will be anſwer'd that, tho? theſe words. are fre- 4 
quently us'd in Scripture to ſignify 'a true and proper Etetni:- 
ty, yet they are not always us d ſo: but ſometimes ſignify on 
2 diuturnity, or very long duration of time, which ſhall have 
an end, to perhaps not till many ages are paſt; and that there- Os. 
fore there can be nb neceſſity of underſtanding them here . 
ga ſtiict and proper Eternity. And why then ſhould we not 
-. Ehooſe to rike the favourable fide? Why ſhould it not be 5 * 
ſifficient to allow, that the Torments of Hell will be, in ſome 
ſenſe Eternal, that is, of very long duration and continuance \ ' | 
= tho! nat ſtrictly and properly everlaſting 2 Yo ones 
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pg 5 { by - 1 | 
Now, tho' I readily grant that the words are ſometimes F 
| 
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u s'd, inthis ſenſe of a diuturnity or very long duration only: 4 
yet muſt obſerve, thut it is very rarely that they are ſo us d, r 
more eſpecially in the New Teſtament; and moteover that 
my two remaining Obſervations, upon the above quoted „ 
Iexts of Scripture, will afford us very good reaſons, why this 
ſegnſe will not do in our preſent caſe. I obſerve therefore 
SGrecondly, That the very ſame words are us'd, in the ver 
- fame Texts of Scripture, to expreſs the everlaſting happineſs of | | | 
the Rig hteous, and the everlaſting miſery. of the Wicked, -and 1 
that too, without the leaſt intimation of any kind, that whe - |; | 


words are not to have the ſame ſenſe on both ſides. For fo, 505 1 
z ;᷑ ̃ HU ECòͥ „ 
in Daniel. he very ſame word is us d to expreſs the everlaſting - | © 
nlels of the life or happineſs of the righteous, and of the con- Ys 
tempt or miſery of the wicked: and fo, in St. Matthew, the 1 
very ſame word expreſſeth both. Theſe, the wicked, ſhall 66 10S - Tr 
away into everlaſt ing puniſhment, but the righteous into lilſe 5 
eternal or everlaſting, io the very ſame word in both 4 3 
places, So that there is not the leaſt pretence Ge ſetting up 'q £4 
3 two different ſenſes of the words, 1n.theſe places. On the con- 5 t 
trary, the Holy Spirit ſeems xo have ug'd the the ſame word, . 8 
3 4 both of the bappineſs of the righteous, and the miſery of the. - | 
wicked, in the ſame places, on purpoſe. that we might have no 
manner of handle for making a difference as to the Eternity | 
ol theſe, but might be conſtrain d to on the one, by owning... | 
A N I | 9 FB 
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Tha" 'We ebe in the rec Text, 1 


5 Aſttrtions of, an variety of Expreſſions ſor, the Eternity or 


a 


Hell- rorments: and all very full and ſignificant, it is not only 


ſaid over and over again, that they are everlaſting : but they | 


are repreſented as a worm that dyei h not, and a fire that ſhaft 


ud; throughout the whole New Teſtament, to fignify any 
5 Thing leſs than a true and proper Eternity. So that, upon the 
Whole, God ſeems to have expreſs'd his mind to us as fully and NES 


never be queneh'd ; Mark 9, 43. nay, there i is one Expreſſion, © , 


ol theirlaſting for ever and ever, which is not ſo much as once 


: clearly, in this point, as words can do it: and we muſt be 


ſtrangely obſtinate and partial to our ſelves, if becauſe we do 


not like che Eternity of Hell- torments, we will not Wer 2 


it, tho? never ſo plainly reveaPd to vs, 


To what has been ſaid I ſhall farther add, that we Shed chi of 
Judgment of almoſt the whole Chriſtian Church in all Ages. 
on our ſide, as to this point; very few, of. all the Fathers of the 
Church, having favour'd the contrary opinion: and Origen 
having been ſeverely reprov'd and animadverted upon, by the 
- reſt of the Fathers for fo dein and his opinian, in this parti- 
culat, always reckon*d,by St. Auſtin, Epiphanits and other Ca- 
bebte, of the antient( a) Hereſies, as Heretical. And this Con- 


| eration ougkt, one would thinꝶ;, to weigh very much with pri- 


vate Chriſtians: and to kcep them from going, haſtily at leaſt, 
"againſt the common and conſtant ſenſe of the primitive and pu- 


reſt times of Chriſtianity, into the opinions of a new and -upſtart 


Seck, who, having firſt diveſted our Lord of his Divinity, it 13 
no great wonder that they afterwards endeavour to diſ arm him 


of his Thunder, and to blunt the edge of his Threntnings. 


However, ſhould we ſuppoſe at preſent (I ſay ſuppole, for 


1 "ir is what I can, by no means, alidw, all Citcumſtances con- 


* 


Ca 


{fider'd) that the words, which are us d in Scripture to expreſs 


. 8 0 Eternity of Hell- torments, might be indifferently taken; 
either for a true and proper Eternity, or a diuturnity of long du-/ - 


ration only, and refer it to Reaſon, which ſenſe we ſhould chooſe x 
2 not but even Reafon it ſelf would determine on our 
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© Secondly, To lay before you the Arguments, Which are 
 drayn from Reaſon, for proof, of the Eternity of -Hell-ror- 
ments. And this 1 ſhall do, with great freedom and 1mpar- | 
JI : having firſt premis'd theſe too thing. 
Firſt, That I do not pretend to argue altogether from 5 
pure. ſimple Reaſon, but from Reaſon judging of this matter, 
as propos d with all irs Circumſtances, by Revelation. For. 
tho! 1 will not ſay that Reaſon of it ſelf was ſufficient, for te 
- finding out, and certainly fixing and determining, this point? | 
yet! ſhall make no doubt to ſay that, as this is offer'd ro our | | 
conſideration by Revelation, Reaſon doth conſent to, and ap- ET 
prove it. Tis true indeed that ſome of the Heathens, by the N 
meer Light of Reaſon, did frame ſome ſort of notion of the . 
Eternity of Hell- torments; but then it muſt be conſider dd, 
that this was both very rare, and very imperfect. Generally |. - 
\ ſpeaking, they held certain periods of time, a thouſands years, 
Cc. when all the wicked ſhould be releas'd from their Tor: 
ments. And thoſe of them, who did maintain the Eternity of | 
Hell- torments, yet maintain'd it only us to the moſt heinous 4h 
and notorieus Sinners: but allow'd all others, of a, lower de- 
gree, after a dpration of their Torments, proportionable to 1 0 
| 50 their cr imes, and ſufficient, as they imagin'd 3 for their purgar „ iy, | 
tion or luſtration, to be freed from them 7 105 
Slecondly, Thar I do by no means lay the ſtreſi of this cauſe, 4 
Aupon Reaſon, but Scripture. For it cannot be deny'd, that te 4 
 _  everlaſtingneſs of Hell-Torments, depends very much upon 
the free-will and pleaſure of God, which cannot certainly ang 
undoubtedly be known, any other way than by Revelation. 
And therefore my great end, in ufing theſe, Arguments from pl | 
| Reaſon, is to prove to thoſe Men who pretend ſuch a mighty | | 
regard for Reaſon, that Reaſon is ſo far from contradicting | 
the Sceipture1n this point, that it do's very much countenance  , (|. 
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and confirm it: but not to put the proof of this matter wholly xx 
upon Reaſon ; which, beyond all queſtion, has its only fürs 
and inconteſtable proof, tom Reyes. J 

Theſe things being premis'd : I proceed to lay before you 


And 
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Fit, It is Wedge that 0 Ta an Ke 1 an 
oY en God, ought according to the ſtrict rules o 


 whichrequire that the puniſhments of Offenders Bode = 

proportion to the dignity of the perſon i to have eter⸗ 

nal Torments for its puniſhment. 
But here I will freely own, that I cannot fre the rk * 


Snag this Argument : nor do Lat all apprehend the neceſſity or ha- 


il 


ving a Sinner's puniſhment eternal, becauſe God is ſq: nor 


Was it ever practis d among Men, as a proper Rule and Mea- 


fare of puniſhing, to make the puniſhments of Offenders of 


1 


equal duration, as far as they were able, with the lives or beꝰ 


4 ings of the perſons offended. I readily grant that, in puniſh- 


ing offenders, great regard ought to be had to the dignity of 


15 the perſon offended; but then, there are other ways of ſhew- 


ing this regard than by thus lengthening out their puniſh- _ 

ment; as by the i ifrenſeneſ and extraordinary height and 
- acuteneſs of thoſe Torments, which a are allotted hems, for | 
their puniſhment, G c. Poet 

- Befjdes, if this Argument proves any ching, it proves a 
great deal too much. For, if the puniſhment of every ſin mt 
be eternal, becauſe God is ſo; ; then, by the ſame reaſon, the pu 


| niſnment of every ſin muſt "ob infinite likewiſe; becauſe God is 


ſo too. And, if the puniſhment of every fin muſt beinfihite and 
eternal, becauſe it is an offence againſt an infinite and eternal 
God; then all degrees of puniſhmenr mult neceſſarily be taken 
away (chere bein g no ſuch thing as degrees in Infinite and E- 


' rernal)which yet is directly contrary both to Reaſon and Scrip= 9 


ture. Moreover, at this rate of arguing, the rewards of good 
2 well as the puniſhments of bad, muſt neceſſarily be in- 


Fnite and eternal. For they, having ſerv d and infinite and eter- 


nal God, ought according tothe ſtrict Rules of juſtice, which re- 


udire chat rewards, as well as puniſhments, ſhotild bear a propor- 


tion to the dignity of the rſon, whom we ſerve, to have an in- 
finite and eternal Reward. And if fo, this will might 19 
from the free Grace of God, ſo much magnify d in Scripture, 90 
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5 _ Upon account of the exceeding greatneſs and eternity of thoſe +, 
Rewards, which he has there promiſed to his faithful Servants: ; 
ſince theſe, ir ſeems, are but a _ and neceflary debt to 0 We a 1 
i ey Wy to ol rewarded a at Fall, e ut 
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But, tho I cannot by any means allow all, that fome Men 
would infer from this Argument : yet thus much I cannot 807 e 
obſerviag upon it; That a Sinner's daring to offend a Gd. 
O infinite and eternal Majeſty, who hall ever live, and have. N 
it in his power to take vengeance of him, to what degree ge 
pleaſeth: and moreover a God, to whom he owes all that . 
bas, or is, and who has laid numberleſs and moſt powerful ik , 
Obligations upon him, to ſerve and pleaſe him, to the utmoſt. 
ol his ability: and to offend ſuch a God, not once, or twice 
only, but frequently, and by a contiau d courſe of diſobedi- o 
ence, not thro' chance or miſtake, but voluntarily and of ſee | 
# . purpoſe:: A Sinner's daring to do all this, I ſay, is ſuch 
maonſtrous folly, 10gratituce and preſumption altogether, ſuch. ©” 
. / an impudenat and often repeated provocation and defiance 1 
Divine Vengeance: that we muſt needs own it to be a ſults. s 1; 
; cient ground for, and juſtificatien of, God's puniſhing Sin- 5 
„ hers efernally, if he ſhall ſo think fit. 
And, if it be univerſally acknowledg'd to be lawful ang 
juſt among Men, for very great and outragious Crimes, to 
» jnfli& ſuch puniſhments upon offenders, as ſhall affect the 
Phole duration of their Lives, which is all of their beings 
that we have any power over: it cannot ſure be thought un- 
Juſt in God to inffict ſuch. puniſhments upon Sinners, as hall 
affect the whole duration of their beings, all Which he has full = 
power over: there being plainly in this caſe as much diffe- U 
. rence in the greatneſs of the Crimes, as in the duration of the „ 
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Second iy, It muſt be conſider'd that fin is a voluntary re:. 
fuſal and contempt of eternal happineſs, and, upon that acc 

\ count, richly deſerves," eternal miſery for its puniſhment, 1 
d ccording to that of St. Auſtin, De Civit. Dei l. 2 1. That. |. 


Aan i well worthy of eternal puniſhments, who hinders bhim- 


* 


Fel from becoming eternally bappy. And indeed it cannot be- 
geny d, that the eternity of the joys of Heaven, make the be- 
lief of the eternity of the Torments of Hell ſit much eaſier 
upon eur minds, than ir would otherwiſe have done. Had 
the Eternity been only on the puniſhing ſide, this would have 
» | Jook?d hard, and not altogether agreeable to our notions, of 
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Lg Gopdach 2 but, 8 ; 15 fevwliag fide likewiſe, we thn 
here infinite Goodneſs and infinite Juſtice ſer one againſt the other; and 
- whar reaſon can any Man pollibly have to complain of this? Nay, the very 
eternity of the j joys of Heaven is an intimation,” and kind of preſumptive 
proof of the eternity of the Torments of Hell: : inaſmuch as we are ſure 
bat God is every whit as much an enemy to Vice, as he is à friend to 
7 and have therefore all the reaſon that can be to expect, that he 
will exert himſelf every whit as much, in the Fein Ar. on as in 
the rewarding of the otber. 

When God has been ſo abundantly gracious, as out of his own free 8 
neſa and loving Kindneſs, to offer everlaſting Happineſs to Mankind i 


they will accept of it: is it not very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he vill to = a 


the utmoſt reſent their refuſal aud contempt of the riches of this his Geod- 
neſs ? Is it not very natural to believe that he will give the e 
of everlaſting Happineis, everlaſting cauſe. to remember, bewail and repe 


of this their folly? Doth it not ſeem very juſt, that he ſhould ee Hal 


Iy keep them in being, that ſo they may to all l think on that ever- 
"laſting Happineſs which they have refus'd.; and that, b 2 making them fee] 
Vhat und eternity of wo is, they may be ſenfible to the utmoit vat they 
| havedoſt, in looſing an eternity of Happineſs ? 

- Thirdly, It is farther arg'd that Sinners, tho? * snail, yet in vill 
_” intention, do fin eternally : and therefore ought, in all juſtice, to 
Cuffer eternal puniſhment. For thoꝰ, becauſe God allows Sinners but a tem- 
e Life in this State of tryal and probation, they have. it not in their 


Power to {in actually to all eternity, yet this is no thank to them, h in 


all probability, were they to live here eternally, would eternally go on in 
their fins, And it becomes the great juſtice of our Judge, faith St. Gregory, 
that they, who in this Life would never be without. fin, ſhould in the 
next never mn without puniſhment, And indeed, what is here alledg'd 18 
_ certainly true thus far, viz, that Sinners do voluntarily contract, and ſettle 


themſel ves in, ſuch wicked Habits, as, without the aſſiſtance of God's Grace, | 
which. may very reaſonably be deny d to them, who ha ve ſo often affronted 


and done deſpite to his Holy Spirit, do naturally infer a neceſſity of inning = 
f de not fay that finners formally deſign to fin, as long as 
they can: believe the quite contrary, that moſt Sinners propoſe to them 
ſclves, one time or other to leave their ſins; but however, fince they will- 


| 1 and well knowing the danger of this conſequence, engage and per- 


ſevere in ſuch Habits as, without the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, muſt, 
bring them under a neceſſiry of ſinning everlaſtingly: and moreover have 
ſo often anger d and abus d,  gricy'd ang quench d t he Holy Spirit, while it 
was offering i its aſſiſtance to them, and even praying and i importuning them 
10 aceept of it, that they may very reaſonabiy be ſuppos d quite to have 
driven it from them: it is plain that they have done all that is neceſſary, 
on Fre paſts toward the making: themſelves enn Singers. And then, 
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; In Hell the wicked ſhall go on to ſin, to bear an ill will to God and to blaſ- 
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Dun afurance can Reaſon give, char God vii not think fit to confljus — | 
© them ſuch, and to deal with rhemaccordingly?— 


[ | - geny'd by no body: both, becanſe it is plain that they carry a wicked and 5 . N 


other. So that tho', ſtrictly ſpeaking, their ſinning in Hell everlaſtingly, + 9 15 


i has, thro' their on fault, made them proper objecis of God's everlaſt. 
ing wrath, by making them everlaſting actual ſinners, it ſeems to be a 


Torments, is taken from the conſideration of the good that, ſome Divine 


1 


bf, and conſequently a very ſtrong Argument for, their ſu ing ever⸗ 


| | agi. N 7 Cf THC NON LORIE 0g, PEEL NS ET Nous 
„ Bur, ir will be id, Chal chars then be gay danger, after this Liſe, of 
| | 5 | : 8 | | - | 2 * ; a 48 ö EP * = N d ; the : 


dot h God know ? is there knowledge in the moſt High ? the other 


chat it was here: and aifo, becauſe the Scriptures conſtantly repreſent the 
Devil and his Angels (and I ſuppoſe the caſe of wicked Men will be much e 
che ſame in Hell) as utter enemies to every thing that is good, and extre :- 


5 niſh d, yet, conlider'd in its cauſe, as proceeding from Mens voluntary 9 
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Others have thought to carry this matter, yet farther, by ſaying, char „ 


pheme him, e- and conſequently ſhall very juſtly ſuffer eternal Tor- | 
ments, for {inning actually to all eternity. And this they endeavour to 
; prove by rwo Texts of Scripture, one Pſalm 73.8, 9, 11. They, the wicked, | 

Pes k loftily They ſet their mouth againſt the Heaven: : and they ſoy ew 3 / * 


16.9. And men were ſcorch d with great heat, and blaſpbem d the name 


| of God, which hath power over theſe plagues : and they repented nat to give 9 875 . 
bum glory. Now, tho? theſe Texts do by no means prove, what they are 
brought for, becauſe they both certainly relate to the behaviour of te 1 
wicked in this World; yet, I believe, the ſubſtance of what theſe Men aim g 


at, Viz, that the wicked ſhall continue in Hell to act wickedly, will be i 49 


wrerched!y deprav'd Nature with them, out of this World into the otber, 1 
and we have no reaſon to think that it will not continue the ſame there, „ 


mely pleas d and delighted with every thing that is bad. But then it muſt, | 
be conſider' d. that, how wicked ſoeyer the damn'd may be in Hell, they | 
will not ſuffer upon account of the wickednefs which they ſhall act there, 
chat being no place of Tryal and Probation, of Merit or Demerit (as the 1 
School. Men love to ſpeak ) but upon account of their having fo habituated ', | 
themſelves to wickedneſs in this World, that they have thereby broughe 
vpon xhemſelves this neceſſary conſequence of ſinning everlaſtingly in the 
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in it ſelf conſider d, is not a reaſon why they ſhould. be everlaſtingly pu- 


Behaviour in this Life, which was a ſtate of Tryal and Probation, and as i 


Sooo N 
. Foerrhly, Another Argument, for the belief of the eternivy of Hell, | 
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bave thought, may be everlaſtingly done by them, to the Angels and Saints 5 
in another Life: to hom they think, they will be a moſt powerful Moc: 
tive, to uſe all poſhble care to keep their Glorious Stations, and rotake 
heed of falling from their Manſions of bliſs. And indeed, if we can have 1 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Bleſſed in Heaven can, any way, be profic be | 
the eternal Sufferings of the Damn'd, this will give a. very good account. | 
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555 
| & a nai Kaiots/not 8 their bleſed Eftare 2 Will not his n 
of Tryal and Prabation be then over, the reign of the old Tempter at au 
end, and conſequently their danger at an end too? I anſwer diſtinctiy, 


_ firſt as to the Angels, and then as to juſt. Men made perfect, becauſe there 
is a great deal of difference in their caſes? 


; As to the Angels; I conceive, their caſe will always be Juſt the ſame, 
that it was, when they fell before. They had then no Tempter, any more 
khan they will have now; they had all motives, as far as we know, aas 

ſtrong then, as they vill have now, to beware · of rebelling againſt God. 
and by ſo doing of forfeiting their happy Eſtate, and moreoyer alike \ 1 
themſelves liable to the extremeſt miſery ; and yet, notwithſtanding all 

\ _ . this, it is plain in fact, that they did make a ſhift to fall from Heaven ank 

Happl neſs. The addition therefore of ſome new motive, in order to make 

them more ſecure in the everlaſting Poſſeſſion of their happineſs, ſeoms to 

be very proper for them: and what motive can be added, more effectual 
for this purpoſe, than the ſight of thoſe everlaſting Torments, which ſhall © 
certainly be the portion of all thoſe, who ſhall dare to offend God, and 
into which therefore they muſt certainly fall, if ever they fall from Heas 
ven d It may be ſaid indeed that, allowing all this to be ſo, yet the ever- 
laſting Damnation of the fall'n Angels only, thoſe of cheir own kind, may 
be ſufficient to warn and everlaſtingly keep the Angels in Heaven fearful 
arid careful to the utmoſt leaſt they ſhould fall. And I readily grant that 
ſo it may. But then, if beſides they ſhall plaialy ſee the wicked of the race 
of Mankind, whom God low d ſo well as to ſend his Son into the World to 
ſeek and to ſave them, ſentenc'd tw everlaſting Damnation likewiſe, this 
Vluoill till make the Motive to them to beware of falling ſo much the ſtron-⸗ 
r . and be a yet fuller conviction to them that there cannot poſſibly be Falk 

dtms leaſt hope of rebelling againſt God, and yet eſcaping = Righteous . 5 + 

BY Judgment for evermore. $5 

„Next, as ts juſt Men made perfect; I * no doubt bu: 1 they will 

be paſt all danger of falling from their Happineſs and Glory, in another 

Life; but then I cake it that the great reaſon, why they will be ſo, is, be- 
- cauſe they ill there have rhe moſt powerful Motives, than can ein 
influence rational and free Agents (and ſuch, ſurely they will always there 
continuę) to avoid every thing tat might in the leaſt tend to endanger 
9 happineſs. And the more there ſhall be of theſe motives, the more 
ſecure nndoubredly their Sate will be. And not many motives will be more 
prevalent, for this purpoſe, than the eternal fight and contemplation . 

.. _ © thoſe Torments, which all. Sinners, as well Angels as Men are everlaſting» * 

Iy doom'd to: and which, if they ſhould betome linners, they ſhould i in · 

flallibly be everlaſtingly doom d to in like manner. 

So far then as the everlaſting Torments of the damn d may eternally mi- 
nifter to the Advantage and Security, either of the Saint or Angels, inthe 
3 of their Cæleſtial happineſs (and from what has been ſaid, it 
„n to me not altogether improbable that they may, in ſome meaſure, 

contribute to this end) ſo far our Reaſon ill Siye vs da pou to be- 
bes the my of Hell- Ten; 3995 36 
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> | += Beſides, the eternal Puniſhments of the damn'd will ;ercrnally help ta 
make the bleſſed ſtill more and more ſenſible of their happinels, and con- 
tine and perpetuate in their minds a due ſenſe of it: foraſinuch as in them | 
they will eternally behold thoſe dreadful Torments, which they, through 
7 the Divine Aſſictaiice, have been enabled to eſcape: and, like ſhipwreeck's 
perſons gotten ſafe to Land, admire and rejoyce the more at their n 
'  \ ſafery, by how much the more they look back upon that dreadful Storm, 
which they ſo narrowly cſcap's And this will likewiſe everlaſtingly be an 
» occaſion of quickning and enlarging their praiſes and thankſgivings to 
to God; inaſmuch, as ene of the Antients ſpeaks, they fhali ſo much 
the more be ſenſible of their eternal Obligations to the Divine Grace, by 
ho much they ſhall behold thoſe Evils and Torments whichthey,through _ 
its Aſſiſtance, have happily avoided, to be eternal. And this alfo will 
give them eternal occaſion to revere and and adore the Intinite/Holinels | 
and juſtice of God: to rejoyce and triumph ( not in the ſufferings of their 
tellow Creatures, in themſelves conſider d) but as they are the Manifeſta:- 
ttions of God's Jaſtice, and Almighty Power, and Victory over his Enemies, 
and conſequenrly.bring great Glory and Honour to him: and to deteſt an. 
abhor fin more and more, for ever and ever. And in this ſenſe ſome un- 
daerſtand the words of the Pſahmift: The righteow ſhall rejoyce when hb 
Heth the vengeance ; Pl, 58. 10, tho' mott certainly they are there 
meant, of the judgments of God upon wicked Men in this life: and thole” "07 
of the Prophet Iſaiah 66. 24. Their worm ſhall not dy, neither ſpal their 


ny 


zpra acts 4 


\ 


| © fbrebequench'd, and they ſhall be an abhorring unto ai fleſh. nu. 
Prom all which it is plain, that the ends which God may ſerve, by the 

- -ecernal Torments of the damm d, are very great and noble, very well be- 
coming him to deſign and promote; And, from this confideration alone i 
methinks we might be ſtrongly inclin'd to believe that it will be fo, even 


| _  tho' the Goſpel had not ſo clearly reveal'd to us, that it Mall be ſo. l 
oeh, It is utterly inconceivable to Reaſon, how the damn'd-ſhall even 
get ridof the guilt of their Sins, and, if not of the guilt, to be ſure not 
of the puniſhment of them. The Hleathens indeed fancy d that the Fire of. 
Hell would have a Juſtrating or cleanſing quality, by which it would be” |: 
able, id ſome cynſiderable tract of time, to make moſt finners clean from, n 
their Sine (I ſay moſt ſinners; for even they ſuppos d that the Sins of verx 
great and heinaus Offenders could never, by this means, be done awayß: 
And that, therefore their puniſhment muſt be eternal.) But this is plain) a2 
_ groſs and material conceit for, how fit ſoever fire may be to purge ma- 
„ JAtrial things (as it is thought by many, the elements ot this world will be 
.- Ccleans'd and purify'd by the laſt,conflagration ) yet it is evident that it can 
haue no cleanſing quality for Souls, immaterial Subſtances, - whoſe drols |} 
| ' - and filth, if I may ſo fpeak, lyes all inthe will, and can be reach d ang 
5 ſeparated thence by no other Fire, but that of the Holy Spirit. 

I There are but two ways, by which Sinners can in the leaſt hope to cee 
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moe the guilt of thejt paſt . ; FN a ſufficient Atonement or 
Batis faction to the Divine Juſtice for them, or repenting pf them ind of 28 
ftheſe, we have great reaſon to believe, the damn'd will be utterly incapable o-. 
As to ſatisfation, it is plain they can offer none from among themſelves: - * -- © 
they being all condemn'd Perſons, and each Man's utmoſt ſufferings being 4 
„ bur the juſt puaiſhment of his own Sins. And where ſhall they look for || 
Acttisfaction from any other? The only perſon capable, either in Earth or 
Heaven, to make ſatisfaction for them, they did wilfully refuſe, whenhe e 
_ would have ſatisfy d for them: and, having done ſo, they can have no rea 
ſion to hope for any farther offers of this kind from him. Nay, he him - 
4 ſelf has plainly cur off all ground for ſuch hopes, by relling them, that there 
; Femains now.n0 more Sacrifice for Sin: Heb. 10. 26. F. g. and that the 
Feet of ha farisaftion ſhould extend ro foch perſons only, 4s he, 
. © Peat of their Sins, before their departure out of this World, © *  * 
. And then, for Repentance what capacity can an 7 perſon be in for that \ be 10 
5 (ſuppofing it would do withoũt an Atonement, w; ich yer we have great 17 z 
/ reaſon ro believe it would not) when he is under the actual Puniſhment of 
the moſt ſeyere and intolerable Torments, for his ſins? Is ſuch a Man in 
a condition of willing and acting freely, as Repentance muſt be an at , 
pure freedom and choice? Are not his Torments a conftraint upon him to p r 
. _ repent of his Sins, I mean ſo far to repeat of them, as to make him wiſh - , "7 Ml; 
that: he bad not brought himſelf, into this Stare of Torment, by them? 
Can a Man feel miſery, and not wiſh that he were out on't ? Bur Whg Fa 
proof is this, of a thorough reformation, of heart and life, of hating Vice 
and loving Virtue for their own ſakes, and upon account of the accepra- , 
|; bleneſs of the one, and the odiouſneſs ot the other in the fight of God z < 
in which the nature of a true Repentance doth chiefly conſiſt? How ſhall af 
they give proof of their Repentance, who are not in a State of Liberty, iſ 
/... - and conſequently not in a State of Tryal and/Probation ? Or what regſon> | 
able Aſſurance can they give themſelves,” ther they ſhall ever be put into 
”. ſuch a State? Havyeithey not once been in ſuch an one already: and moſt 
inexcuſably and obſtinately abug'd that; and is not this a very good rea- 
ſon, why they ſhould not expect any other? Will not their owa Reaſon. 
Join with rhe Scripture, in declaring to them, that, fince they would nor 
accept. of Salvation, when it was moſt lovingly and freely offer d to them 
they ſhall never have any farther offers of it; that, fince they did fo long 
abuſe and affront God's patience and long iuffering, while it was attgnd= 
ing upon them in this World, and endeavouring to lead them 10 Reden 2 
tance, they ſhall never, in the leaſt, taſt any more of it, in the next, 
World Will not their time of Tryal, their day of Grace, be there at an 
end, and conſequently their very power of repenting at an end too? And 
what then muſt necèſſarily follow, but that, r the tree is fallen, ſo ie 
muſt ly for ever: that thoſe who are unjuſt, muſt be unjuſt fil, and thoſs I! 
who axe filthy be filthy ſtill: and, being eternally unjuſt and cternall7ß , 
flthy, be likewiſe eternally wretched and erernally miſerable 8» 
Theſe are thi principal Arguments, which arg brought from Renee wy 
8 55 the Bo . e e FEY N | pr , | | FE - | 
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| © Proof ok the Eternity of Hell- Torments: And, I hope, they ae ahundaff kt? th 
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__- by the Holy Spirit, in words as plain and proper, as could poſſibly be cho, "IP. 


terpreting theſe Words and Expreſſions, of a true and proper Eternity: Ty 
ay, we have the Scripture it ſelf determining its own ſenſe, in this pointy 


1 9 81. 
„ 
To wy 


TY. fair probabilities that it will be. 


that Weſhall the more ſurely avoid the Torments of Hell, whither they 


cheir care and induſtry too, as to their Salvation: and ſo may happen to 
Iooſe their Souls, out of a niggardly fear only, of believing too much. 
Bunt it will be ſaid, is not the belief of a long duration of Hell- Tor- 


Sur Reaſon, does very naturally fall in and agree, with what Revelatſom 

Offer, upon this hee. „„ 
Let us then nqw ſum up the whole Evidence, and fee Nhat the Iſſue (Ff N 1 

out Cauſe will be. We have here the Eternity of Hell- Torments exprèſs d, W 

- en for that purpoſe, and that too frequently, and with great variety of. 

Expreſſion; we have almoſt the whole Chriſtian Church, in all Ages, in- 


by ſack circumſtances, as can never be reconcil d to any other ſenſe tha 
that, which we have been pleading for: And all that can be ſaid againſt this 
is, that there is 2 bare poſſibility that theſe words ſhould have ano tber 

| ſenſe : becauſe they are ſomerimes, tho very rarely, us d in another ſenſe 1 7137 


in Seripture, eſpecially in the New Teſtament. „ 
Add to this, chat out Reaſon highly favoursthis Aſſertion of the Et er: 
of Hell-Tofments: and gives us ſuch good Arguments, why it ma, 
and diſcovers fuch noble uſes of ir, if it ſhould be: and is fo entirely 
at a loſs to find out how, according to the order in which God has put 
things, it can poſſibly be otherwiſe : that from theſe alone, abſtratied* 'Þ 1 75 
from all other Conſiderations, it muſt be granted that we have, at leaſt; |: 
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And how then can it, poſſibly come to paſs, that Men who: pretend to 

believe the Scriptures, and to be all obedierice to Reaſon, can yet continue 

- doubtful, in ſo plain a caſe? How can any wiſe Man anſwer it to himſelf; FX 1 Jy 

even ſuppoſing that there were ſome ground for doubting about this mat 

ter, yer not to take the ſafeſt fide in this doutful caſe, which moſt cerrain-/ © 

; ly ours is? We, by the believing the Eternity of Hell- Torments, ſhall e 

the more excited and ſpurr d on to Care and Diligence in providing for 

our future State, and, by this means, ſhall infallibly gain this advantage, 
be 

eternal or no. Whereas they on the other fide, ſlackning and abating the 
rigour of the Goſpel threatnings, will be too apt to flacken and: abate 
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ments, for a thouſands years ſuppoſe, a ſufficient motive to men, to per- 
form the conditiom of the Goſpel, that ſo they may avoid theſe Torment? 
I anſwer, that I thing it ought to be ſo to all Men, and will certainly be ſo { 
to every truly wiſe Man, But this is not the Queſtion bere; we are not de- * 
bating what we may think ſuffcient, but what God has been pleas'daQually © 4 


do threaten: whither, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, everlaſting Torment: 
in Kell for Sinners or no. And how powerful a motive ſoever the fear ß © 
very laſting Torments may be, ue are ſure the fear of everlaſting Torments 1 
vill be h more powerful one; and we do not find eyen this fo very efclualt. 
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; 1 ang of any one point, eſpecially it of great moment, to doubr = 
all. And indeed, according to the grounds upon which theſe 
to find 
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ks we FREY 14 e the plaineſt Salle 160 fo 4 
ing, to abate and take off from the rigour of it. Beſides, I 
cannot help ſuſpecting, that the ſame. 8 or —_ 
affection, or ſuggeſtion of the Devil, which makes Men ba« _ 
Prom to believe the Eternity of Hell-Torments, will ſoon - 
make them as unwilling to believe their long duration, or in- 
* any thing at all of them. For ſo it is generally ſeen, that 
Inkdelity grows apace, and that Men ſoon come, from doubts 


- - N Py ' \ 4 of 
* 7 " . f : 1 a * 4 4 * 
* 4 A 


Men doubt in this caſe, it would not be at all ſtrange 
them doubting in many more. Nay ſo we find they actually 


x do, and that too in caſes of the higheſt * we Dt: 


- vinity of our Blefled Saviour, Cc. 


„Let us then be extremely cautious, 7 venture 72 | 
15 . weaken the Terrowrs of the Lord, by ex | 
great meaſure, the force of them: leaſt, by ſo doing, we fall 


hort our ſelves, and make others do ſo too, of that ear and 


Th moth with which we ought all to work out our Salyari- 


on. Let us ſeriouſly conſider, whither this be not the fin of 


. diminiſhing from God? 8 book (for it is much at one to dimi- 
niſh from 25 ſenſe, or from the letter of it) and whither, if - 


it be ſo, we ſhall be able to endure that heavy curſe, de- 


noune d againſt this Sin in particular, of having our parts taten 

1 out of the book 
without the higheſt reaſon, ever begin to doubt of any plain- 
ly reveal d point ol Religion, more eſpecially if of great mo- 
ment, leaſt, by ſo doing, we give the Devil an handle, to 

make us doubt of more; and God, in juſt judgment for our 148 . > 
be provok'd to give us up to endleſs FI © 
. doubting, which 1 is the moſt uneaſy and N State of Lite —_— 


of Life. Rev. 22. 19. In one word, let us n 


- unreaſonable doubting, 


"0 can be. 
Let thoſe of us, who profeſs that we be'j ieve the 1 


15 Hell- Torments, endeavour to live, as becomes Men of fuch ß, 
. belief, with Eternity always in our view, with a due dre 


and fear of an Eternity of Miſery. And, if we are once duly 
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ada and e of our Lives: in 


pounding away, in 


eld d of this, it will apparently ſhew i it ſelf, in the whoſfe 
Keeping u, in n all mn 
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bein Hall at all 18 ern ly wy 0 dl 
See ei vue able, 4 we poſſibly can be. "2 
Who ptetenq that they caphot 1 of 

"Nets the Erernity y Hel Tormivi, yet at leaſt ſhe tha? 
4 T - theyare fincere elin theſe their precenfions; by lying up to What 
they o] they can believe. Lou fee there is but ſmall com- 
fort ſat Sinners, euen in the ſoßeſb ſenſe that can poſſibly be 

>. put, upon the threathings.of the Goſprl. A thouſand Weg 
whole Ages of Tormbnts, mult oceds male a terrible ampreſ<.” 
* ion u pon the mind of Men; ho ever. r all: — 
Fs © ca mill beyond all doubt, be very 18 d, when thoſe”, 
. . who do all that they dan do, and 4 great dea more 3 4 
' ſhould do, to help it; can make it lool no better. Tou Wh 
ſay that you think a very long duration of n 
j 7 Y 5 ſufficient motive to a * life, ſhew, by;your-own Lives, 1 
7  Hthat you thing o 1 do this, you, will both approve / 
EP your ſelves to be Honeſt Men, and "provoke Us, :whg: believe j 
|  *morethan you, if we have any; ſhame or ſenſe, 1. 
to an emulation and victory over ydu, in good 
this means, to prove hole belief beſt fene : 
God and Religion: and that we. may! l eh take fer the 
etrueſt. Nay, if -you: do but live t i jth this will be the likelieft.” 9 
Ot "uy ro bring you tothe ſame belief, wich us, if wie are in ihe 
5 45 eo W vn ny fuck teady way to e e goal, re 
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"od give us all. grace, ſcriouſly to lay to Rte ne 
* "then Gd; and to learn truly to gear hum, abo bath: | 
pPoouier to deftroy both Body and Soul in Hell, aubere the 
TY N wor; "and. oy, 18 not f yea, 1 
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